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We might all be forgiven for feeling a bit under the weather: farmers have a lot of
change to cope with, and we all have the ongoing ‘stuff’. So when there’s some good
news, we should celebrate it – having our Agriculture team ranked in the top band
by both main legal reviews; expanding the team with two bright, young Cumbrian
lawyers; Katherine Pretswell-Walker joining the Board. That’s really good to see, and
that growth and consistency in the team is something for
landowners and other professionals to rely on when all else
in the world can be just a bit rubbish.
Here’s to green shoots!
Jonathan Carroll
Director & Head of Agriculture

"Some decisions stay the same but our advice moves with the times"

Holly Berwick joined Cartmell Shepherd

WELCO HOLLY

Solicitors as part of its continued expansion in

Top ranking for work in agricultural sector

March.

Holly is a solicitor with the Agriculture team, based at the
firm’s office in Cockermouth.

Holly Berwick, has returned to her Cumbrian roots after
previously working for Wilkin Chapman LLP in Beverley, East

The

department has recently been recognised for its expertise and knowledge of the farming sector

in a national legal guide, which ranks lawyers and law firms throughout the UK.

The Chambers UK Guide 2022 placed the team in the top tier of legal firms for the second year in a
row.

Yorkshire where she specialised in agricultural law.

Originally from Whitehaven, she studied law at the University

Jonathan Carroll was included on the individual list for the third consecutive year, along with fellow

of Chester before living and working in London. She returned

director Mark Jackson. Katherine Pretswell-Walker, who was appointed as a director of Cartmell

to her hometown to join law firm Brockbanks where she

Shepherd in April, was highlighted as an Associate to watch for her contribution.

studied part-time for a Legal Practice Course at The
University of Law in Manchester.

She moved to Yorkshire in June 2019 after her partner

The rankings come just weeks after the Agriculture and Estates team was highlighted for praise in the
Legal 500, a UK professional law ranking which analyses the capabilities of law firms across the world.

Matthew got a job working for a company in Hull.

In the guide, Jonathan and Mark were recognised as “leading individuals”, while Katherine PretswellThe couple kept a home in Whitehaven while living in
Yorkshire, returning to Cumbria at weekends.

Walker was described as a “rising star”. The firm also retained its Band 1 rating in the Legal 500
rankings, which it has held for a number of years.

With Matthew now mainly working from home due to
Covid-19 restrictions, they have made their home
permanently in West Cumbria.

The Chambers UK Guide 2022 described Jonathan as ‘having a wide breadth of expertise’ and as
somebody who ‘can turn his knowledge to most matters relating to agricultural property’. It added
that ‘he is highly knowledgeable about agricultural landlord and tenant matters.’

Holly said: “I’m excited to be joining the Cartmell Shepherd team and building on the knowledge and experience I
have gained so far in my career.

The guide said Mark ‘is efficient and very good with clients, and also knowledgeable on matters related
“Cumbria has always been home for me and it’s wonderful to be back, living and working in West Cumbria.”

Holly’s hobbies include gardening, baking and walking in the Lake District.

Holly will be part of Cartmell Shepherd’s team based at the firm’s new office in Main Street, Cockermouth.

to agricultural and rural property.”

The team also includes Associate Solicitor Bethan Griffiths, and Solicitors Holly Berwick, and Emma
Blamire.

Farming award for solicitor
Emma Blamire, 25, who lives on her family’s farm at Thursby, near Carlisle, picked up the Agricultural Student/ Rural

Jonathan Carroll, Head of Agriculture at Cartmell Shepherd Solicitors,

Skills Award at the inaugural Cumbria Farmer Awards 2021.

which operates across Cumbria and Northumberland, paid tribute to
Emma’s role in the team.

Emma is part of Cartmell Shepherd Solicitors’ Agriculture and Estates team, one of the leading agricultural law practices
in the north of England.

He said: “It’s great to see the future of the firm coming through and
contributing to the team. Emma’s award recognises the skills that

Judges praised how she used her farming background and knowledge of the agricultural industry to give an excellent

young farmers can bring into other professions, bringing a practical

insight into her work as a solicitor specialising in agricultural law.

understanding of the farmer’s day-to-day life into her legal work.”

Emma also helps out on the family farm and is an active member of her local Young Farmers’ club.

After doing work experience at Cartmell Shepherd while still at
university, she successfully applied for a two-year training contract,

She said she was surprised and delighted to win the award.

spending six months in different departments to gain experience. She
qualified as a solicitor in September 2020.

“I absolutely wasn’t expecting it when my name was announced,” she said.
Emma lives at Mid Whinnow Farm, with her parents, Ian and Gillian, her sister Amy and her brother Tom. She is a
“My job involves helping farmers plan for the future, whether that’s expanding, downsizing or diversifying their

member of Raughton Head Young Farmers, and regularly takes part in competitions, particularly public speaking.

businesses, and having a farming background does help me understand what they are going through.
When she’s not working or competing with Young Farmers, Emma helps out on the family’s dairy farm, which is
“I’d like to say a huge thank you to the judges, to The Cumberland News for organising the awards, and to whoever
nominated me. It was a lovely surprise.”

home to a herd of pedigree Holstein, Friesian and Viking Red cows, and a flock of around 100 pedigree Zwartbles
sheep.

Around 220 farmers, industry professionals and local dignitaries attended the Cumbria Farmer Awards which were held
at The Greenhill Hotel, near Wigton. Organised by Newsquest Cumbria, which includes The Cumberland News, the 12
categories celebrated the diversity and dedication of Cumbria’s farming sector.

The Agricultural Student/ Rural Skills Award recognises young people who are invested in agriculture and forging a career

“It’s great to see the future of the
firm coming through and

which will benefit the future of the sector.

contributing to the team ... "

New grant funding opportunities for

Support to help farmers

farmers

prepare for loss of basic

Farming businesses in England have been urged to consider how they can
take advantage of the new Farming Investment Fund, which launched in
October 2021.

payments

The fund provides grants to farmers and agricultural or forestry contractors
to help them improve productivity and benefit the environment by investing
in new equipment and infrastructure. It is modelled on the Countryside

AHDB has launched a service to help 4,000 farmers and

Productivity Scheme and has two separate grant funds. These are the

growers across England to plan for the future and

Farming Equipment and Technology Fund (FETF), which awards lower value
grants for the purchase of new equipment, and the Farming Transformation

prepare for the removal of direct payments. The Farm

Fund (FTF), which supports larger investments aimed at transforming
business performance.

Business Review service will provide free one-to-one

The FETF can only be used to buy items from a defined list, which Defra has developed in consultation with farming businesses
and representative organisations.

advice to help farmers understand the impact of changes
to the BPS. Farmers will be able to access an online self-

The FTF awards grants to projects that meet one or more of a range of Defra objectives, such as improvements to water

assessment tool to calculate how the loss of direct

resource management or more effective use of pesticides and nutrients. On-farm water storage infrastructure, precision

payments will affect them and evaluate the resilience

application equipment and robotic technology are among the examples provided by Defra of the types of farming
transformation projects that the fund will support.

and performance of their farm business. The service will

Defra has already confirmed that agents will be able to apply for grants on behalf of their clients, provided that they have the

also set up a peer-to-peer support network and provide

necessary permission on its Rural Payments service.

opportunities for farmers to share best practice.
The Farming Investment Fund is part of the Government’s planned replacement
of the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS), which is gradually being phased out.
BPS payments in England will be reduced every
year from 2021 to 2027, making it critical for farming businesses to make
plans that will enable them to benefit from new funding streams.

Holly

Berwick

Solicitor

Katherine Pretswell-Walker
Director

Agricultural landlords urged to
reduce rents

New research to reveal
The Tenant Farmers Association

value of UK's farm shops

(TFA) has urged agricultural
landlords to lower rents to help

A new project is seeking to build a clearer picture of the UK’s farm shops and their importance

tenants manage rising farm input

during the Covid-19 pandemic. The project run by the Farm Retail Association (FRA) and Harper

costs. Fuel, feed and fertiliser costs

Adams University aims to uncover the true value of the sector in order to better support and

have all increased significantly in
2021. For example, red diesel prices

promote farm retailers.

It is estimated there are over 1,000 premises in the UK that could be defined as farm shops.

reached 59.2 pence per litre in

Many were essential during the pandemic, sourcing supplies and making deliveries to vulnerable

September 2021, up 18.3 pence per

people. With more people shopping locally, by choice or necessity, changing retail patterns saw

litre compared with a year ago.

an increased interest in farm shops. Separate research by NFU Mutual found that one in four
people used more farm shops or local producers in 2020. The research also found that many
rural retailers have had to adapt their retail model to meet the demands of the pandemic, for

According to TFA, farmers and
landlords should agree a sensible

instance by switching from farm cafes to delivering online orders or altering their layouts to
offer Covid-safe shopping spaces.

rent reduction when carrying out
rent reviews this autumn. TFA has
also called for retailers, wholesalers

The UK-wide project is the biggest the FRA has undertaken. It will draw upon the experiences of
FRA members to uncover the impact farm shops have on their local communities, farmers and
suppliers, as well as on the wider economy and the country’s rural landscape.

and the foodservice industry to
take on a fairer share of the higher

The FRA is encouraging all farm retailers to take part in the survey. The results are expected to

input costs, which currently have a

be published in spring 2021 and the FRA hopes the

disproportionate impact on
farmers.
Mark Jackson
Director

findings can be used to help support rural businesses
with planning applications and funding bids by
proving their value to local communities and the

Bethan Griffiths

country and economy as a whole.

Associate Solicitor

Defra announces Landscape Recovery Scheme
pilots
Defra has announced it is aiming to set up at least 10 Landscape Recovery Scheme (LRS) pilots between 2022 and 2024.
The LRS will provide funding for farmers and land managers to support landscape and ecosystem recovery through longterm projects, such as restoring wilder landscapes, large-scale tree planting and peatland and salt marsh restoration.

Bids to participate in the first wave of pilots will be accepted by Defra in autumn 2021. Applicants can be individual
farmers and land managers, as well as groups and organisations. Each proposed pilot site must have between 500 and
5,000 hectares of connected land. Overall, the pilots will provide funding for 20,000 hectares of wildlife rich habitat. Sites
already in receipt of Government funding are eligible, although the same activity will not be funded twice.

The first wave of LRS pilots is likely to focus on recovering and restoring England’s threatened native birds and insects
and restoring its rivers and streams to improve water quality and biodiversity and react to climate change. Instead of
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adopting a one-size-fits-all approach, the LRS will provide bespoke agreements. This is to reflect the time, size and
expense of projects that will receive funding. Defra has indicated a willingness to provide significant investment in
projects in order to arrive at a suitable agreement.

The LRS is one of three schemes that make up the Environmental Land Management (ELM) scheme along with the
Sustainable Farming Incentive and the Local Nature Recovery scheme.

If you wish to receive our
newsletter direct to your
inbox please send an email

The ELM scheme will replace the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and

to csnews@cartmells.co.uk

the Countryside Stewardship Scheme in England.
Emma Blamire
Solicitor

and we will add you to our
mailing list

